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Cannot quit the Diſcourſe of Plays 
without a Word abeut ſober Plays, a 
thing now nw ay ng 'dof; I know 
no Argument remains, but that by which 
any —_—_ to defend the Stage can be 
Tails Us 

Now, if 1 would allow ſuch a thing, 
which really I carnmor, it comes before me to 
examine, when was ſuch a Play atted, and 
what Reception did it meet with 
L-t ſuch Gentlemen ask Mr. Demnis, if his 
Liberty aſſerted, did not want the faſhion- 
able Guft to pleaſe the Palate of the Town; 
and all its Regularity of Parts, all its real 
Beauties of Performance could not ſupply 
the DefeR, h 

'Tis true, Men of Vertue ſoretimes go 
to Plays————— But 1 would ask, dethey 
£0 to gratifie that Vertue z or to pleaſe a 


meaner Part of their Inclination, and which 
do they find moſt forward to prompt their 
Attendance ?/ 

I ſhall not trace ovr Plays here to ex- 
poſe the Indecencies of them, *'tis done to 
my Hand; Mr. Collier has purſued them 
thro” all their dark Ways,and them 
of all that's wicked and prophane. 

But after all thoſe powerful Reaſons a- 
gaioft them, what ſhall we ſay to the Gen- 
tlemen at Oxford, who entertain and en- 
courage among them thoſeExciters ofCrime 
to Carry on the ſcandalous Trade among the 
Srudents,and crowd the young Ears of thoſe, 
who are ſent there to be initiated into a 
Love of Learning and Vertue, with the 
looſe and lewd Excurfhhons of our Mob Wit, 
and common Street Eloquence. 
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What can be ſaid to expreſs ſo notorious 
a Breach of 'Tru't, both upon the honeft 
Founders of our Colleges tor the I:duttion 
of Youth,and the honeſRtFamilies of Engliſb 
Gentry, who ſend their Children to the 
Univertities to be fitted and form'd for the 
Service of Gud and their Country ? 

But ſober Plays ! ſober Plays may be aQ@- 
ed, ſay th:/e People ; W-1}, Gentlemen of 
Oxford, which are they? Was Sir Foby 
Falſtaff a ſob*r Play, which you went in form 
to encourage, and which you had atted for 
the Repair of a Churcb,nmy which you :et chat 
facal Example, whici the Reverend Dr. 
L——! pleaded in Defence of the jecond 
Elition of a Licenſe to the Stage here 1a 
London? Is not that Play as full of propnane, 
1mMoral, and ſome blaſphemous Pa: ts, as 
moſt now extant? ls not Religion banter'd 
in it, the Chur.b ridicul'd, and your Maker 
diſhonour'd ? 

Pray, Ge-nciemen, let ſyme of your Izara* 
ed Society defend that Play; aud tell us, 
how the chaſt Ears of a Pioteftant Divine 
could bear to heac the Aﬀronts to his Dig- 
nity and Profethon, as atted upon your own 
Stage! Let them defend, if they can, your 
carrying the Students of the Unirerſity to 
a Play, where they ſhould fee the ſacred 
Office, which tLey were then qualif ing them 
ſelves ro undertake, bantced by Scuundrels, 
made the Sport of the Stage, ana the Attors 
clapt and huzza'd by the Profeffurs of it 

Is this thz Encouragement to Yuuta to 
enter into the ſacr2d Employment, which 
they ſez ſhall always bz the Jeſt and Ridi- 
cule of the World ; and that they are to 
expett the S-offs of the Stage, and the 
Contempt even of their Teachers ? 

W<1], Gentlzmea, the Players are gone 
down to Oxford Having eatred into 
the Service of the Sacred here, and having 
rais'd a Fund of 591. for repairing a Cha- 
pel, what will the World ſay, but that aow 
they are entirely lifted 'ia the Roll, and 
engag'd in Church Work for good and 
all ? 

But take this Caution with you, Gentle- 
men, to regulate your ſelves by ; that every 
Play they att before you, ſhall be ſhown to 
the World, the Spirir of the Review ſhall 
de with you, and there ſhall not be a bawdy 


Jeſt ſpoken, nor a prophane Sentence re. 
peated, but he will tell the World, who 
laught and who did not 3 Not a Dottor, 
not a Head of a Houſe, not a Fellow of 2 
College ſhall go to them, bur they thall 
hear of it z and it you will be made pub- 
lick »Qezntlemen, and particular for _ 
dalizing your Pcof-tfion, and reproaching 
the Age, take it for your Pai15— This Fa- 
per dzclares ag2inft your PraQtice, not your 
Perſons; againſt the Crime, not the Culle- 
Res 3 is an Enemy to your Vice, not your 
U.ivertity 3 and it you will lin in pablick, 
you muſt by content to hear of it ia publick, 

Give me no occatt»n, Geutlemen, I ſhall 
02 as proud of doing Juftice to ypur Ver- 
tue, as in expoling your Folly ; .f (hall be 
as forward in acknowledging your ftrict 
Government and regulzr Supprelhun of the 
Vices and Fulli-s of ghe Youth under your 
Care, as in deretting the Om(h»1s of Du- 
ty. | havenever attempted to expuſ- the 
perſonal Vices and notorious Crimes, com- 
m tted in our Univertitiesz I know, where 
a Mulctitude of Youth are plac'd, there 
will bz Follies, and will be Rakes, and none 
of the Immoralities of your Pupils rctic& 
upon the UYniverihities th-micl-es as 1h; 
bur thoſe which are wiak't at, conniv'd or 
enconrag'd by the Government of the Unis 
verfityz if ycur Vice-Cionceilus, Heads 
of Houſes, &c. corrett the Crimes they 
meet with, th:y keep up the Reputation 
of Diiciplne——Butif theſe commit the 
Crimes they orght to puniſh, that is the 
Att of the whole, and their Faults rele 
upon the general Charatter. 

] was always vt Opinion, that our Re- 
formation of Manners muſt begin among 
our Mafters, or it will never b2 fhaniſh'd a- 
mong our Mob ; the Examples of Mazi- 
ftcares and Rulers are the Yule-Stars of the 
People ;, if my own Watch goes wrong, ir 
deceives ny body but my (clf 5 but it the 
Town Clock ſtrikes falſe, it impoſes upon 
the whole Pariſh— You, Gentlemen, there- 
fore to whoſe Charge rhe Hop-« «ft the Na- 
tion are committed, in the Fluwer oi our 
Famili?s, and th» wuwing Supporters of 
Learning ; it you mil-guide, if you lead to 
Vice, Immorality and Prophaneneſs; if you 
teach our young Clergy to frequent Plays, 

Intcr- 


Interlndes and Theatrical Entertainments, 
not to God only, but to Men, you will be 
call'd to anſwer for the: Breach of Trutt—- 
You betray the Honour of your Profeſhon, 
and the good Nameof the Univeriity. 

And that I may remind you of this, and 
atthe ſame time do Juftice ro your Bre- 
thren, who have more taithfully executed 
the Duty of their Places in a Truſt of the 
ſame Kind; | humbly recommend to you 
the Example of your Sifter Cambridge — 

How have the Players been receiy'd 
there, and how their Encroachments re- 
ſented The Devil has been always 
forward to creep into the Habitations of the 
faithful, and to make good a certain Verſe 
I- preſume you have heard of z That 


Where ever God erefts a Houſe of Prayer, 
* The Devil always builds a Chapel there, 


The Players, n0t at all improperly call'd 
the Devil's Broters, have made ſundry At- 
tempts to inrrudvce themſelves at Cam- 
bridge z ror are they without a much bet- 
ter Prete uc-- for it, than at Oxford 3 which 
Pretence would ttm ſuch in Excuſe for the 
Camabrigians, a+ could aut well be ob Red 
agent, tilt other places ſuppreft them al- 
ſo; 1 m-an the +aft Concoutſe of People to 
Jrou: bridge F ants 

H-re the Pla ers Fave ſeveral Times at- 
temptcd co cred the Devil's Chapel, and 
fet up urder Pr-tence of ſuperiour Licen- 
ſes 3 which Infulence the late Reverend 
Vice-Chancellor rew-rded by committing 
Dogget the Player to Jail as he deferv'd, 
and ordering the Booth built for their 
Theatre to be demolifh'd, effettually root- 
ing up the Plantation of Vice they had 
ereate-, and baniſhing them from the Place. 

How much n:ore to the Honour of that 
Unirerlicy was this, than to fee the Vice- 
Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford, with 
the Heads of H uſes in their Forralities, 
go in Proceſſion, follow'd by the Students, 
Inhabitants, and Lavies to the Play-bouſe ? 
which to me ſeems like a Pifture 1 once ſaw 
abroad ot King Solomon, with all his Courc 
and a Train of Foreign Wires, Anglice, 
yores; having turn'd his Back upon the 
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Temple, the Houſe of God of bis ors Build- 
ing, and going in Proceffion ro offcr Sa- 
Crifice to the Devil, 

I forbear to tura the Improvement of 
this iato Satyr, as it really delervesz be- 
Cauſe I take it to be a ſcrious thing, and 
for a Lamentation to Englax.!, 1 know, 
tis a Grief to many worthy god Men, as 
welt among the Clergy,/as the 0: her Mem- 
bers of the Church of England ; Who daily 
pray and wiſh to fee it retorm'd. | b:ſeech 
God to open the Eyes of the Perſoas con- 
cern'd, tv ſez how theſe Prattices lay the 
Ax to the Rout of the Church; how Vice 
in Authority, Vice in the Bowels of the 
Church, is a Sword at the Heart, a Mine 
und-r the Foundation, a Traytor in the 
Boſom, and the End will infallibly be ci- 
ther the Subverſion of true Religion, or in 
the Shame and Puniſhment of the Guilty. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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- X 7 Hereas Notice has been given in this 
Paper, of a Book preparing for the 
Preſs; being an Impartial Hiftory of the 
Trcanſattions of the Exciſc- Office, &&c. 
And whereas ſeveral Gentlemen have 
been at the Printer's of this Paper to de- 
lice, that their ſeveral Greivances and 
Oppreſhons may be inſerted in the ſaid 
Account, which Mr. Matthews not being 
concern'd in the ſaid Book, could give no 
dire Anſwer to. . 
Theſe are to give Notice ; that if any. 
Gentlemen, who have been ill treated by 
the Commilhoners of Exciſe, are defirous 
to have their Caſes included, and will bring 
them ſo teftified and vouch'd, that the Au-: 


thor may be ſatisfied, they are true in 


FaQ and impartially related, they ſhall have. 
Juftice done them in the ſaid Relation, 
provid-d they are bronght in before the 
181. of this inftant Auguſt to Betty's Coffee- 
Houſe near the Fell Mel! over againſt the 
Hay-martet, directed to Autrew Powyer, 
Eſquire. | 
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